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Carla and Luisa in their dance 





“The Sheik of Araby.” Some forty extras are on the sidewalk. The nuns 
walk faster and faster. “This is a stroll,” Fellini tells them, “not a race! 
Stop! Don’t run, I’m telling you.” Fellini is crouching on the trolley behind 
the camera, his eyes squinting. As he passes the nuns: “You with the red 
hair—no, no, the nursing sister—go that way—slowly!” The brutal tone 
is totally unexpected. | 

The rehearsal goes on for an hour. Now, almost crouching, Fellini 
walks between the rails where the trolley will be, squinting harder than 
ever, his head as motionless as the camera as he inspects the strollers. 
When he is ready to shoot, he asks one of the production secretaries, who 
has come to work wearing shorts and an army cap, to join the passersby. 
Then he asks Paul to lend the man one of his cameras. The brand-new 
actor’s professional conscience is such that he requests detailed instructions 
as to how to use the camera. 

At the last minute, Fellini buys ice cream cones for the whole troupe 
from the itinerant vendor who follows us everywhere. 

The “straddle light” * lasts a quarter of an hour. 


July 28 ~=When break time comes, after having filmed an- 
other segment of yesterday’s promenade sequence, there is a surprise for 
Claudia, to celebrate the completion of her work on the film. Angelo, one 


*“Straddle light” is the term used to define those few precious minutes when the sun has 
just gone down. 
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